Primary malignant melanoma of the uterine cervix: case report with world literature review.
A 63-year-old patient with a malignant melanoma of the uterine cervix is described. Subtle epitheliotropism of the neoplastic cells within the endocervical columnar epithelium suggested melanoma in situ and the possibility of a primary uterine cervical melanoma, despite a negative anti-S-100 protein immunohistochemical stain. An exhaustive clinical workup, and ultimately, complete autopsy failed to reveal any other primary tumor site, and the diagnosis of melanoma was confirmed by histology and immunohistochemistry on the hysterectomy specimen. A world literature review revealed 54 previously reported cases of uterine cervical melanoma of which 43 had been reported as primary uterine cervical melanoma. A true intraepithelial melanocytic component was found in only 14 of those cases, however, and none of those reports illustrated this with the clarity with which it was seen in the endocervical glandular and surface columnar epithelium of the present case. Primary uterine cervical melanoma is usually discovered at an advanced stage and is no longer amenable to curative therapy. Even when this tumor is discovered early, however, the diagnosis may be unnecessarily delayed if the often subtle interaction of the neoplastic cells with the benign cervical squamous or glandular epithelium is not appreciated, or if the possibility of malignant melanoma is not entertained based on other histologic or immunohistologic characteristics of the tumor cells.